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Birmingham, notebook In hand, he would drop in on some
prosperous merchant and blandly remind him of the gene-
rous subscription that he had given on a previous occasion,
a subscription which had its share in bringing gladness and
light to the hearts of the dear little Protestant innocents at
the Croagh Orphanage ! Then he would produce a leaflet
containing a hymn regularly sung by the children, express-
ing their deep debt of gratitude to those generous benefactors
who had provided them with daily bread, and spiritual
guidance in the person of the Rev. Mr. Cotton, What
generous-hearted, middle-class, church-going or chapel-
going Englishman, well-to-do and with his cheque-book
handy, could withstand such an appeal to his Protestant
pocket ? Unfortunately, however, for Carson, it came out
in evidence that no account of pecuniary help so rendered
ever saw the light : no balance-sheet ever showed the way
the money went, when it had once passed into the pious
hands of the Rev, Mr. Cotton.
Now the offence charged was that the children of the
orphanage were neglected, maltreated, and starved So
shocking were the allegations of the indictment that, if they
were true, Dothcboys Hall would have appeared a home of
luxury and easy comfort compared with Cotton's orphanage,
and it would have seemed that any child taken into that
ogre's den might be fairly reckoned to have forfeited one-
half its chances of ever seeing manhood. How many children
really perished in that fearful place will never be known*
There were no visitors, no committee, nobody from without
that had any authority within the dismal precincts of the
orphanage. At length it attracted the attention of the ever-
vigilant RJ.C., and was raided by some of their officers,
Some of the children, typical cases of starvation and neglect,
were taken to Dublin and examined by doctors, who con-
firmed the suspicions of the police; the result was the
prosecution of the Rev. Mr. Cotton.
There followed the abortive trial at Kildare, in which
Carson's advocacy secured a disagreement, and then the
second trial at Belfast. Carson's task was a difficult and un-
grateful one, but two things told in favour of his client.